SANDLER HUDSON GALLERY

IGNACIO MICHAUD

BIO

Ignacio Michaud (Chilean, born 1979) is a contemporary painter. In 2006, he received
his BFA from Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile. His work has been exhibited in

group exhibitions in San Francisco, Nashville, Baltimore, Brooklyn, and Atlanta among
other cities. Currently, he lives and works in Atlanta, GA.

“My current work began in 2006 when impulse-driven sketches became my way to
express my experiences in a new country. With the everyday demands of a day job, |
was suddenly exposed to the lives of hundreds of immigrants with origins in Africa, Asia,
Europe, East Europe, the Middle East, the Caribbean, and Latin America. For the past
fifteen years, | have kept hundreds of sketches on sticky notes and used them as the
starting point for my paintings. This is a project built on the premise that our experiences
can be reduced to bits of information and that a method that relies on quick and
spontaneous decisions, when contained, can bring forth greater narrative precision. The
formal challenge is to present an original compositional structure that can deliver both
the accidents and the certainties of painting; in short, the challenge is to explore the
possibilities of what painting can be.

| believe in the now, the elasticity of time and auguries. | believe that the realization of
an image is the realization of visual truth. | use the surrealist method of automatic
drawing and, since 2006, have collected hundreds of these sketches to create an index
conjuring this matter. In the studio, | manipulate the scale of these drawings to create
my paintings. | have chosen this medium to explore and translate a vibrational response
to the perception of the present moment. In my studio, | systemically organize these
drawings within the square and rectangle of my canvas, aiming for narratives of higher
and deeper precision and original compositional structures that can sustain the dramatic
tension between drawing and painting. When lines and colors are placed in a way that
enables energy to move fluently, balance is found; balance is inherently dynamic, it is
the constant adjustment of line and color. | find myself in the studio wishing to walk
through these possibilities as on a high-wire, perfectly at ease.”

ARTIST STATEMENT

My current work began in 2006 when impulse driven sketches became my way to
express my experiences in a new country. With the everyday demands of a day job, |
was suddenly exposed to the lives of hundreds of immigrants with origins in Africa, Asia,
Europe, East Europe, the Middle East, the Caribbean and Latin America. For the past
fifteen years, | have kept hundreds of sketches on sticky notes and used them as the
starting point for my paintings. This is a project built on the premise that our experiences
can be reduced to bits of information and that a method that relies on quick and
spontaneous decisions, when contained, can bring forth greater narrative precision. The
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formal challenge is to present an original compositional structure that can deliver both
the accidents and the certainties of painting; in short, the challenge is to explore the
possibilities of what painting can be in the 21st century.

| believe in the now, the elasticity of time and auguries. | believe that the realization of
an image is the realization of visual truth. | use the surrealist method of automatic
drawing and since 2006 have collected hundreds of these sketches to create an index
conjuring this matter. In the studio, | manipulate the scale of these drawings to create
my paintings. | have chosen this medium to explore and translate a vibrational response
to perception of the present moment. In my studio, | systemically organize these
drawing within the square and the rectangle of my canvas, aiming for narratives of
higher and deeper precision, as well as original compositional structures that can
sustain the dramatic tension between drawing and painting. When lines and colors are
placed in a way that enables energy to move fluently, balance is found; balance is
inherently dynamic, it is the constant adjustment of line and color. | find myself in the
studio wishing to walk through these possibilities as on a high-wire, perfectly at ease.
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Education

2006 BFA, Visual Arts, Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile, Chile

2003 Painting residency with artists Monica Bengoa and Alejandra Wolf, Las Rojas,
Chile

2001 Performance workshop with artist Josefina Baez, Santiago, Chile

Selected Solo Exhibitions
2010 “Distance and Form”, Georgia Highlands College, Rome, USA

Selected Group Exhibitions
2020 Little Things, Swan Coach House Gallery, Atlanta. GA, USA
2019 The High Rise Show, by MINT, Showerhause and The Goat Farm, Atlanta, GA,
USA
2019 BEVY Summer Show, Julia Martin Gallery, Nashville, TN, USA
2018 “El Show” Latin American Contemporary, Open Space, Atlanta, GA, USA
2018 GIFC, Atlanta Contemporary Art Center, Atlanta, GA, USA
2018 “Wide Open 9” BWAC, Annual national juried art exhibition curated by Carmen
Hermo (Assistant Curator, Elizabeth A. Sackler Center for Feminist Art at
Brooklyn Museum NY) Brooklyn, NY, USA.
2017 "Unbound: Documentary as Art" The Carrack, Durham, NC, USA
2017 “Wide Open 8” BWAC. Annual national juried art exhibition curated by Cara
Manes (Curatorial Assistant in the Department of Painting and Sculpture at
MOMA NY), Brooklyn, NY, USA
2015 The Blue Star Gallery, Jasper, GA, USA
2015 “SALE”, Cobb Lane Collective, Birmingham, AL, USA
2012 “Day job: Georgia”, Curated by Nina Katchadourian and Stuart Horodner. The
Contemporary Art Center of Atlanta, Atlanta, GA, USA
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2007 “Subtopia”, Sub Basement Artist Studio, Baltimore, USA
2005 “Dark days”, The Dark Room, San Francisco, CA, USA
2005  Gallery One, San Francisco, CA, USA

Selected Articles
2012 “Day job: Georgia”, Atlanta Journal Constitution by Catherine Fox, chief visual art
critic of ArtsCriticATL.com



